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največkrat meniha. Zato so vir hagiografskih pričevanj tudi himnografsko-liturgična 
besedila, ki predstavljajo osnovo meniške duhovnosti,  na nek način dostopne, 
umljive in občutne v srži asketske prakse, sporočene, osvetljene in približane pa so 
prav v hagiografiji.  
 
Predstavljeni hagiografski izročili ponujata vpogled v nastajanje zapisane zgodnje 
krščanske, kritično in literarno zasnovane, hagiografije. Iz hagiografskega gradiva 
poleg delno motivno-tematske podobne sižejske sheme implicitno vstaja bistveno 
idejno-problemsko jedro, skupno obema protagonistkama: ideal čistosti (tudi kot 
radikalna zavrnitev slehernega človeškega zla in telesne grešnosti). V doseganju le-
tega se obe mučenki odpovedujeta svojemu življenju (Agnesa se zaradi vere in 
ljubezni do Jezusa Kristusa vda nasilni smrti; Marija Egiptovska se zaradi 
prepričanosti o lastni nečistosti odreče slehernemu socialnemu stiku, se docela osami 
in dosledno uresničuje svojo vizijo življenja na obrobju – tako sveta kot človeške 
kulture, kar postane način asketskega življenja najstrožjih puščavnikov). Na ta način 
predstavljata prototip ne le mučencev, ampak se prek njune hagiografije manifestira 
temeljna komponenta idealitete meniškega kodeksa, kot se ta šele začenja 
vzpostavljati med 5. in 6. stoletjem v egiptovskih, bizantinskih in italo-grških centrih 
krščanskega sveta. 
 
 
Opomba 
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 SUMMARY  

 
The paper juxtaposes two examples of early Christian hagiography (St. Agnes, St. Mary of Egypt), 
which reflect the characteristics of the veneration of saints of the Eastern and Western church 
traditions. The basic stories are presented with the circumstances of their preservation in rare historical 
sources, archaeological-epigraphic and hagiographic-liturgical. Both martyrs shed new light on the issue 
of female Christian hagiography. St. Agnes and the tradition about her illustrate the Western 
preservation of a biographical legend that entered the history of the Eastern and Western establishment 
of Christianity (biography of Emperor Constantine I the Great). Philological research related to the 
semantic connotations of the ideality of the Virgin Agnes is also highlighted. St. Mary of Egypt is 
essentially the most refined image of a Christian (self)martyr who consistently and unforgivingly 
dedicated her life to the strictest asceticism. By including fragments of her hagiography in the regular 
Orthodox Easter liturgical canon, she shows her constant presence and active presence in the 
consciousness of Byzantine believers, while at the same time her memory is greatly strengthened even 
in the present, true Orthodox consciousness. The discussion mentions the original texts of two authors, 
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St. Ambrose of Milan and St. Maximus the Greeks, who significantly confess that the two presented 
examples of female martyrs (in the form of the Western type of biographical saint story and the Eastern 
type of hagiography) could already in their early appearance be the main source of poetic inspiration, 
as they became the central theme of early Christian Latin (St. Ambrose of Milan, Prudentius) and Old 
Church Slavonic personal prayer hymnography (St. Maximus the Greek). Between the two 
hagiographic protagonists, there is an implicit identity of the integral ideal of (physical and mental) 
purity, which became the fundamental codex of monastic life. 
 
The contribution marks the critical reading of older sources, which can achieve differentiation in the 
perception and reception of the basic hagiographical story with a diverse composition of historical 
material. In this way, the spiritual state of the believer and man at that time is substantially 
approximated, as the (personal, monastic, monastic) prayer practices and procedures for the effect of 
the hagiographic content in the individual's inner world come to the fore. 
 




